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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 1955 - 1956 

I t i s again my p r i v i l e g e to present to you the P r e s i d e n t s 
r e p o r t at the c l o s e of another year of a c t i v i t y . To many 
members i t w i l l appear to have been a year much the same as 
most of those i n the past. I t has been a very busy year f o r 
your executive. E a r l y i n the year i t was f e l t by many mem­
bers that we should p r o t e s t v i g o r o u s l y a g a i n s t the threatened 
f l o o d i n g of B u t t l e Lake. L e t t e r s were sent to the B.C.Power 
Commission, to v a r i o u s members of the P r o v i n c i a l Government, 
the Press and to other i n t e r e s t e d persons. The Executive 
a l s o p r o t e s t e d to Mayor Harrison against the suggestion made 
i n the C i t y of V i c t o r i a C o u n c i l that the T h e t i s Lake park 
should be logged i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y . 

The Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y sent to the exe­
c u t i v e copies of a b r i e f i t had submitted to J u s t i c e Gordon 
Sloan, Commissioner f o r B.C. Forest Commission. Dr. G.C. 
C a r l , P r o f e s s o r J.A. Cunningham and myself were appointed a 
committee to study the Vancouver b r i e f and i f advisable sup­
port i t . A s h o r t b r i e f was forwarded to the Commissioner 
s t a t i n g that the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y f u l l y and 
completely endorsed everything i n the Vancouver b r i e f em­
p h a s i z i n g c e r t a i n paragraphs and making a number of sugges­
t i o n s . 

During the year two o f f i c e r s of the N a t i o n a l Audubon 
S o c i e t y v i s i t e d the executive. Mr. L i v i n g s t o n came from 
Toronto, Ontario to ask us to help i n informing those i n t e r ­
ested that there was a Canadian Audubon S o c i e t y i n Canada 
wi t h i t s o f f i c e s i n Toronto, and to a s s i s t i n forming small 
l o c a l Audubon Clubs i n V i c t o r i a or other places on Vancouver 
I s l a n d . There i s a recent recommendation i n the minutes of 
the executive that t h i s s o c i e t y a f f i l i a t e w i t h the Canadian 
S o c i e t y . The other v i s i t o r was Mr. Wayne S h o r t t from the 
head o f f i c e of the N a t i o n a l Audubon S o c i e t y i n New York, N.Y. 
His purpose was to put before us some of the aims of the 
Audubon Tours committee and i f p o s s i b l e get us to increase 
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the charge f o r season t i c k e t s , general admission, to t r y 
usi n g t i c k e t s f o r reserved seats and so b r i n g the fees more 
i n l i n e w i t h those charged i n other c i t i e s . 

During the year unforeseen events caused a number of 
changes i n the personnel of the e x e c u t i v e . A l l members of 
the executive were l o y a l workers and I wish here to express 
my a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e i r cooperation. I p a r t i c u l a r l y wish 
to thank Dr. C a r l and Mrs. Gladys Soulsby who shared w i t h 
me the Audubon l e c t u r e work which would have been done by Mr. 
and Mrs. Berry i f i l l n e s s had not prevented them from doing 
so. 

The Audubon Tour l e c t u r e s were a great success. The 
auditorium of the Oak Bay J u n i o r High School was f i l l e d on 
every n i g h t . An i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e of the s e r i e s was the 
l e c t u r e given by one of our own members, Dr. G.C. C a r l , 
w i t h the f i l m "Secrets of the Sea". I a l s o wish to thank 
those l a d i e s who opened t h e i r homes to the Audubon l e c t u r e r s 
and members of the executive f o r refreshments and s o c i a l 
hour a f t e r each l e c t u r e . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

"C. W. Lowe" 

REPORT ON BOTANY FIELD TRIPS 

The Botany Group made four f i e l d t r i p s i n 1955, a l l i n 
good weather and w i t h an attendance numbering 18 to 23. 

A p r i l 30 - Mount Douglas 
May 28 — T h e t i s Lake Park 
June 18 — John Dean Park 
Sept.24 — Goldstream Park 

On the Mt.Douglas t r i p 33 species were i d e n t i f i e d (ex­
c l u s i v e of t r e e s ) . Already s a t i n - f l o w e r ( S i s y r i n c h i u m 
D o u g l a s i i ) and s p r i n g gold (Lomatium u t r i c u l a t u m ) had passed 
t h e i r peak, but there was an abundance of s h o o t i n g - s t a r , 
stock's b i l l , montia, and blue-eyed Mary. Most admired was 
the small monkey-flower (Mimulus a l s i n o i d e s ) . New to most 
of the group was wood-rush (Luzula campestris) which some­
what resembles a sedge. Dr. and Mrs. S t a n s f i e l d k i n d l y 
hosted the group during refreshment p e r i o d . 

In T h e t i s Lake Park 46 species were found i n bloom, the 

3 
most showy being balsam-root (Balsamorhiza d e l t o i d e s ) 
whose roots and seeds are e d i b l e . This sunflower cousin 
has yellow heads, three inches i n diameter, and heart-shaped 
leaves of burdock s i z e . Most common shrubs i n flower were 
salmonberry, gooseberry, f a l s e - b o x and the two species of 
oregon grape. Good splashes of c o l o u r came from patches 
of columbine ( A g u i l e g i a formosa), l a r k s p u r (Delphineum 
M e n z i e s i i ) and y e l l o w p o u n d - l i l y (Nymphaea p o l y s e p a l a ) . 

John Dean Park a f f o r d s a n i c e c o n t r a s t between species 
growing among the towering f i r s and red cedars and those 
species i n the two adjacent and very d i f f e r e n t h a b i t a t s , 
namely, the open ground of the Lookout and that marshy 
margin around the pond below. High up there were w i l d 
hyacinths (Brodiaea s p . ) , w i l d onion ( A l l i u m s p . ) , stone-
crop (Sedum sp.) and f i v e species of w i l d c l o v e r ( T r i f o l i u m ) . 
In the shade of the c o n i f e r s were s i l v e r - g r e e n (Adenocaulon 
b i c o l o r ) , tarweed (Madia s a t i v a ) , white hawkweed(Hieracium 
a l b i f l o r u m ) , v a n i l l a - l e a f (Achlys t r i p h y l l a ) and sweet 
c i c e l y (Osmorhiza d i v a r i c a t a ) . On the pond margin, manna-
grass ( G l y c e r i a e l a t a ) and water forget-me-not (Myosotis 
laxa) were most abundant. 

One might have expected the l a t e September t r i p to 
Goldstream would be the l e a s t rewarding. Not so; the group 
l i s t e d more than 50 species of p l a n t s i n fl o w e r , i n f r u i t 
or both. Some not found on e a r l i e r t r i p s were f a l s e h e l l e ­
bore (Veratrum v i r i d e ) , f a l s e bugbane ( T r a u v e t t e r i a g r a n d i s ) , 
blue currant (Ribes bracteosum), seashore sandwort (A r e n a r i a 
peploides) and western water hemlock ( C i c u t a D o u g l a s i i ) . 
The d i f f i c u l t y of r e c o g n i z i n g a well-known p l a n t when i t s 
flower had given way to e q u a l l y a t t r a c t i v e f r u i t was w e l l 
appreciated i n examining w i l d l i l y - o f - t h e - v a l l e y (Mianthemurn 
b i f o l i u m ) , t w i s t e d - s t a l k (Streptopus a m p l e x i f o l i u s ) and 
f a i r y - b e l l s (Disporum oreganum), a l l of the L i l y Family. 

Probably the most i n t e r e s t i n g f i n d was a l a r g e patch of 
western a s t e r (Aster a c c i d e n t a l i s ) and si l v e r w e e d ( P o t e n t i l l a 
anserina) completely over-ridden by the p a r a s i t e , dodder 
(Cuscuta pentagona). Most of the dodder had f r u i t e d but 
there were s t i l l a few c l u s t e r s of creamy f l o w e r s . Other 
nearby patches of a s t e r and si l v e r w e e d f r e e of dodder a f f o r ­
ded a good op p o r t u n i t y to measure the punishment dodder had 
i n f l i c t e d on i t s hosts. 

A b r i e f unscheduled p l a n t hunt took p l a c e June 20th at 
the c o nclusion of P r o f . Cunningham's Marine B i o l o g y I s l a n d 
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View Beach ex c u r s i o n . On f l a t ground a few hundred yards 
to the north-west of the parking area there was a good show­
in g of s i l v e r y r a b b i t - f o o t grass (Polypogon M o n s p e l i e n s i s ) , 
toad rush (Juncus b u f f o n i u s ) , mouse-tail (Myosurus minimus) 
and mud-disk (Cotula c o r o n o p i f o l i a ) w i t h i t s l i t t l e b r i g h t -
y e l l o w b u t t o n - l i k e f l o w e r s . 

Two k i l l d e e r plovers were f l y i n g and c r y i n g over t h i s 
f i e l d and soon P r o f . Cunningham found and photographed 
t h e i r nest. This t i e d up a good day of l i f e observed at 
the sea, on land and i n the a i r . 

M. C. Melburn. 

REPORT OF THE WINTER PROGRAM„ BOTANICAL GROUP 
The Botany Group was unfortunate i n l o s i n g the s e r v i c e s 

of Mr. W. A. Hubbard when he l e f t the P r o v i n c i a l Museum f o r 
a Federal appointment on the mainland. He was to have a r ­
ranged the winter programme f o r the group and so t h i s r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y became mine. 

Only four meetings were arranged. On November 8th, a 
s p e c i a l group meeting was h e l d i n the Museum when Dr. Adam 
Szczawinski, the new p r o v i n c i a l B o t a n i s t , ably and i n t e r e s t ­
i n g l y described the Museum e x h i b i t i o n "Know Your Fungi". 
A l a r g e e x h i b i t of models, specimens, photographs and p a i n t ­
ings had been gathered together and s c i e n t i f i c a l l y arranged. 
About f i f t y members and guests were present. Numerous ques­
t i o n s were asked and answered. 

On January 31st of t h i s year I had the pleasure of i n ­
troducing the group to the f i r s t of two or more t a l k s upon 
"Fresh-water Algae" t a k i n g two species of simple p l a n t s 
that are the organisms causing "Red Snow' and 'Red Rain', 

On February 28th Dr. Szczawinski t r e a t e d the group to 
an i n t e r e s t i n g account of "Lichens w i t h i n our Reach". He 
i l l u s t r a t e d h i s t a l k w i t h numerous specimens and a number 
of Kodachrome s l i d e s shown by P r o f e s s o r L. J . C l a r k . 

The l a s t meeting of the group w i l l be at the end of 
t h i s month when I am to g i v e another t a l k on the fresh-water 
algae. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

C. W. Lowe. 
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Year 1955-1956 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

INCOME: 
Bank Balance from previous year - - - - _ _ _ - _ $ 301.96 
Membership fees - Seniors - - - - - - - - - - - - 27 2.00 

" " J u n i o r s 23.00 
Receipts S o c i a l Evening _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 15.75 
Bank I n t e r e s t _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6.35 
Audubon Account - A d v e r t i s i n g i n N a t u r a l i s t - - - 40.00 

$659.06 
EXPENDITURES: " 
Monks Multigraph L e t t e r S e r v i c e , 

P r i n t i n g & M a i l i n g " N a t u r a l i s t " $292.66 
" " S t a t i o n e r y 32.34 
" " President's L e t t e r 2.89 

Buckle P r i n t i n g Co. f o r Envelopes _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 35.81 
Petty Cash, Treasurer - - - - - _ _ _ - - - - _ _ 10.00 
Secretary, Supplies and Postage - - - - - - - - - 4.50 
Mr. Davidson " " " 4.10 
Mr. J.O. Clay, Long Distance C a l l s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3.65 
Bank Se r v i c e Charge _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - .60 
G i f t s of Flowers 11.38 
Expenses S o c i a l Evening - - - - - - - - - - - - - 11.60 
A d v e r t i s i n g October Meeting _ _ - - - - - - - - - 13.11 

$422.64 
Balance i n Bank - - - - - - - 236.42 

$659.06 

Audited and found c o r r e c t ; "J.H. Whitehouse" 
T o t a l paid members i n c l u d i n g f a m i l y memberships 121 
Previous year 109 
Increase of 12 over l a s t year. Our membership comprised 
as f o l l o w s ; Family 37 

S i n g l e 84 
J u n i o r s 23 

A l l of which i s r e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 
"Gladys E. Soulsby" Treasurer. 
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting was h e l d at the Museum on Tuesday, 
March 13th. The Pre s i d e n t , Mr. C.f, Lowe, c a l l e d the meet­
ing to order and the minutes of the l a s t annual meeting 
were read and adopted. 

The s l a t e of o f f i c e r s f o r the ensuing year, A p r i l 1st 
1956 to March 31st 1957 was presented, and i t was moved and 
adopted that the o f f i c e r s as s e l e c t e d by the nominating 
committee be accepted. 

The r e p o r t s of the P r e s i d e n t and Treasurer, a l s o the 
r e p o r t s of the chairmen of the d i f f e r e n t groups w i l l be 
found i n t h i s i s s u e . 

The speaker of the evening was Mr, Theed Pearse of 
Comox, who showed s l i d e s of water colour drawings of b i r d s 
of the P a c i f i c North-west which he had obtained from the 
B r i t i s h Museum. These water colours were the work of Mr. 
W.W„ E l l i s of the Cook E x p e d i t i o n which v i s i t e d t h i s area 
i n the month of May 1778. 

Mr. Pearse had a most i n t e r e s t i n g s u b j e c t and h i s 
address was much enjoyed. He a l s o s t r o n g l y urged the 
S o c i e t y to use i t s i n f l u e n c e i n combatting the c o n t i n u a l 
encroachments of our parks by the powerful i n d u s t r i a l com­
panies, and a l s o to make i t s v o i c e heard i n connection 
w i t h the lengthening of the hunting season, s p e c i f i c a l l y 
mentioning the extension of the brant season. He s t a t e d 
that there was no sportsmanship i n the shooting of brant 
when they were on t h e i r way n o r t h to the n e s t i n g areas; 
t h a t they are as easy to shoot as sheep i n a f i e l d , and 
being already p a i r e d , the l o s s of e i t h e r b i r d means no 
brood that season. Mr. Pearse a l s o asked that the S o c i e t y 
be c o n s t a n t l y on the a l e r t to f i g h t f o r the cause of con­
s e r v a t i o n at every opportunity. 

REPORT OF THE GEOLOGY GROUP 

In A p r i l Mr. George Winkler gave a t a l k on prospect­
in g . In h i s able manner, he gave d e t a i l s of i n t e r e s t i n g 
experiences i n the i n t e r i o r . 

On June 4th, the group went to Goldstream and examined 
outwash g l a c i a l g r a v e l s and the Leach River-Malahat f o r ­
mations. About twenty members enjoyed the afternoon and 
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f i n i s h e d by having refreshments and watching the l i f e of 
the Goldstream r i v e r as i t wended i t s way i n t o F i n l a y s o n 
Arm. 

On September 17th twenty members met at the fo o t of 
Douglas S t r e e t and spent an i n t e r e s t i n g afternoon examin­
ing the rocks and g l a c i a l e f f e c t s along the shore. A 
r e p o r t was given i n f u l l i n the November magazine. 

On September 29th about twenty members met at Ten 
M i l e P o i n t under the l e a d e r s h i p of Dr. A. 0. Hayes. A l ­
though the weather was bad much was learned. See the 
f u l l r e p o r t i n December and January i s s u e s . 

On February 21st a t a l k was given by the group c h a i r ­
man, on our rocks. The p o s s i b l e o r i g i n of the Leach R i v e r 
s c h i s t s was d e a l t w i t h , i l l u s t r a t e d by coloured sketches. 
Twenty members attended. 

A. H. Marrion. 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE WEEK 

Few men i n the h i s t o r y of conservation have captured 
the popular imagination l i k e the l a t e Jack Miner. In 1943 
George VI conferred upon him the Order of the B r i t i s h 
Empire, and i n 1947, three years a f t e r h i s death, the Can­
adian l e g i s l a t u r e set aside the week of h i s b i r t h d a y , 
A p r i l 10th, as N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Week. 

I t i s unfortunate that Jack Miner had the f i r m c o n v i c ­
t i o n that a l l c reatures of prey should be pursued r e l e n t ­
l e s s l y and k i l l e d . He imputed human f e e l i n g s and motives 
to w i l d c r e a t u r e s , and passed moral judgment on them, and 
d i v i d e d w i l d l i f e i n t o the good and the bad. He had a 
l i s t of eighteen b i r d s and animals which he advocated 
should be destroyed w i t h shotgun and t r a p . Hence, the 
Miner Refuge i s not a sanctuary f o r a l l s p e c i e s ; i t i s a 
b a i t e d trap f o r some. 

I t i s obvious that to t r y and fa v o r c e r t a i n c reatures 
by p r o t e c t i n g them from a l l the dangers of e x i s t e n c e i n 
the w i l d s t a t e we take on a formidable i f not impossible 
task, and we may f i n d that we are doing so at the expense 
of many other l i v i n g c r e atures. 

Nature indeed i s a never ending p u z z l e , but as our un­
derstanding grows, we are coming to appreciate more f u l l y 
t h at every w i l d c r e a ture has i t s place (even w i t h man on 
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the scene), and t h a t , by attempting to a l t e r the n a t u r a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s among w i l d c r e a t u r e s , we are tampering w i t h 
a complex mechanism, where our fumbling e f f o r t s may be 
harmful, not only to the best i n t e r e s t s of w i l d l i f e , but 
to our own as w e l l . 

(Condensed from an a r t i c l e by Harold M a y f i e l d i n the 
Annual B u l l e t i n , Spring 1955, of the Toledo N a t u r a l i s t s ' 
A s s o c i a t i o n . ) 

DOGWOOD, THE FLORAL EMBLEM OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
by Adam F. Szczawinski, 

B o t a n i s t , P r o v i n c i a l Museum 
V i c t o r i a , B.C. 

The dogwoods comprise about f i f t y species of herbs, 
shrubs and small t r e e s , mostly c o n f i n e d to the temperate 
regions of the Northern Hemisphere. Fourteen species are 
found i n Canada, of which two are herbs and four e i t h e r 
l a r g e shrubs or small t r e e s . The remainder are d i s t i n c t l y 
shrubby at a l l times. Among the Canadian species, two are 
e s p e c i a l l y b e a u t i f u l because of t h e i r s t r i k i n g blossom. 
One of them occurs i n B r i t i s h Columbia and i s s c i e n t i f i c a l l y 
known as Cornus n u t t a l l i i Audubon. The other, Cornus  
f l o r i d a L., commonly known as Boxwood or Eastern Flower­
i n g Dogwood, i s a small bushy t r e e , more than 30 f e e t i n 
height and occurs i n the Niagara d i s t r i c t s of Ontario and 
westwards to Lake S t . C l a i r . 

These two species have a c e r t a i n resemblance to each 
other, as f a r as t h e i r blossom i s concerned, but are 
e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the shape of the f l o w e r i n g b r a c t s 
surrounding the c l u s t e r of f l o w e r s . In Eastern Dogwood 
these b r a c t s , f o u r i n number, are roundish i n shape and 
o f t e n indented at the top. Those of our Western Dogwood, 
four to s i x i n number, are pointed at the top. This 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i s so pronounced that there can be do doubt 
as to the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of e i t h e r s p e c ies. 

A great deal of i n t e r e s t has a r i s e n i n the P a c i f i c 
Dogwood sin c e i t has become the o f f i c i a l f l o r a l emblem of 
B r i t i s h Columbia. Here are a few p e r t i n e n t f a c t s which a l l 
of us should know:-
B o t a n i c a l name - Cornus n u t t a l l i i Aud. 
Common names - P a c i f i c Dogwood, Flowering Dogwood,Western 

Flowering Dogwood and Mountain Dogwood. 
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D e r i v a t i o n - John James Audubon, who f i r s t i l l u s t r a t e d 

t h i s species i n h i s famous work, " B i r d s of 
America", named i t i n honour of Thomas N u t t a l l (1786-1859) 
an American b o t a n i s t and o r n i t h o l o g i s t of E n g l i s h o r i g i n . 
I t was f i r s t c o l l e c t e d i n the Columbia R i v e r v a l l e y . Skewers 
or "dags" were once made from i t s wood. Hence i t became 
known as "dagwood" and ;Lts name was l a t e r p o p u l a r i z e d to 
dogwood. 
D e s c r i p t i o n - P a c i f i c Dogwood i s a s m a l l t r e e , commonly 20 

to 40 f e e t i n height and about 7 to 10 inches 
i n diameter. I t s leaves are dark green on the upper s i d e , 
l i g h t e r on the under s i d e and are three to f o u r inches i n 
l e n g t h . In the F a l l the leaves become t i n g e d w i t h an 
orange-red and add a magnificent s p l a s h of c o l o u r to the 
landscape. The blooms appear from A p r i l to June and some­
times again i n the F a l l . Small cream to greenish flowers 
( t h i r t y to f o r t y ) are arranged i n c l u s t e r s and are surroun­
ded by four to s i x l a r g e , p e t a l - l i k e i n f l o r e s c e n t b r a c t s . 
These bracts are o f t e n taken f o r p e t a l s . The f r u i t which 
rip e n s i n October i n dense s p h e r i c a l heads i s composed of 
b e r r y - l i k e drupes. They are b r i g h t red o r orange i n c o l o u r 
and resemble beads. 

The wood i s heavy exceedingly hard, strong, c l o s e -
grained and i s used o c c a s i o n a l l y f o r cabinet-making and 
handles of t o o l s . 
D i s t r i b u t i o n and H a b i t a t - Dogwood grows i n moist, w e l l -

drained s o i l . I t i s common i n B r i t i s h Colum­
b i a along the east coast of Vancouver I s l a n d , i n the A l b e r n i 
region and on the mainland i n the lower Fraser R i v e r v a l l e y , 
extending i n t o the Fraser Canyon f o r about t h i r t y m i l e s 
north of Hope. I t s occurrence has been reported along the 
Seymour Arm of Shushwap Lake. Southwards i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n 
extends through western Washington and Oregon, on the 
ranges of C a l i f o r n i a to the San Bernardino Mountains, and 
on the western slopes of the S i e r r a Nevada. I t i s i n t e r e s t ­
i n g to note t h a t i n B r i t i s h Columbia the upper e l e v a t i o n 
range does not exceed 1000 f e e t , w h i l e i n C a l i f o r n i a i t s 
range reaches 4000 to 5000 f e e t above sea l e v e l . I t s growth 
i s most vigorous and l u x u r i a n t near the shores of Puget 
Sound and i n the Redwood Forests of northern C a l i f o r n i a . 
P r otected by Law - P a c i f i c Dogwood i s on the l i s t of 

B r i t i s h Columbia p l a n t s p r o t e c t e d by law and 
i t i s a punishable offence to pick i t or destroy i t . 
O f f i c i a l l y approved - For many years the P a c i f i c Dogwood 

(Continued on page 11) 

1 



11 
(continued from page 9) 

has been the u n o f f i c i a l f l o r a l emblem of t h i s province, but 
now i t has become o f f i c i a l l y approved. The h i s t o r y of the 
f l o r a l emblem i n our province i s q u i t e a long one and has 
i n v o l v e d s e v e r a l other suggested f l o w e r s , such as, colum­
bine, calypso, dog-tooth v i o l e t , honeysuckle and a few others. 
F i n a l l y dogwood has won the b a t t l e . The st r o n g e s t argument 
against choosing dogwood as our f l o r a l emblem was i t s 
l i m i t e d range. In s p i t e of t h i s we must a l l agree that i t 
i s a t h i n g of beauty a l l the year around and has great pos­
s i b i l i t i e s f o r use i n a r t i s t i c design. 

REPORT ON BIRD FIELD TRIPS 
During the year 1955-1956 seven meetings were h e l d . 

One - to Esquimalt Lagoon - had to be c a n c e l l e d owing to 
the weather. The f o l l o w i n g d i s t r i c t s were v i s i t e d s -

P a t r i c i a Bay: Metchosin: Bare I s l a n d : Sidneys 
Is l a n d View Beach ( K e a t i n g s ) : 
A very s a t i s f a c t o r y average of 24 people were present, 

many tur n i n g out when the weather could have been b e t t e r . 
An account of these f i e l d meetings has been pu b l i s h e d 

i n the v a r i o u s issues of the ' N a t u r a l i s t * . 
J . 0. Clay. 

DATES TO WATCH FOR BIRDS 
To a s s i s t those i n t e r e s t e d i n the a r r i v a l of migrants, 

the f o l l o w i n g are the dates recorded at V i c t o r i a i n A p r i l 
l a s t years- American p i p i t s 2nd 

White-crowned sparrows 2nd 
B a n d - t a i l pigeons 3rd 
Lutescent warblers 3rd 
Townsend warblers 6th 
Warbling v i r e o s 16th 
Cassins v i r e o s 14th 
Chipping sparrows 16th 
Western f l y c a t c h e r 17th 
Savannah sparrows 24th 
Western sandpiper 26th 
Least sandpiper 29th 
Barn swallows 29th 
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SKYLARKS 

In the f i e l d opposite Gordon Head army camp bordering 
F i n n e r t y and S i n c l a i r Roads may be found s k y l a r k s i n c o u r t ­
s h i p behaviour. This i n c l u d e s song, p u r s u i t and d i s p l a y , 
and i s , to use d e s c r i p t i v e s l a n g , out of t h i s world. 

I t i s an encouraging f a c t that i n recent years these 
b i r d s have increased t h e i r t e r r i t o r y on the Saanich penin­
s u l a . In t h i s past winter how have they s u r v i v e d the b l i z ­
zards and snow of t h e i r adopted country? 

I f what we heard and saw on February the twenty-eighth 
i s any i n d i c a t i o n - a l l i s w e l l . There was no sun, o t h e r ­
wise c o n d i t i o n s were favourable: l i t t l e wind, cloudy and 
f a i r l y m i l d . C r o s s i n g the soggy f i e l d our movements 
abrup t l y ceased as hearing centered e n t i r e l y on the most 
sublime s i n g i n g . There were s k y l a r k s r i s i n g from many 
pla c e s , r i s i n g so high they almost disappeared from s i g h t . 
The g l o r i o u s , pure music continued on from d e c l i n i n g 
heights as two b i r d s came down nearer and nearer i n t o view. 
One was s i n g i n g , the other a l i g h t e d i n a clump of grass at 
the foot of the fence post c l o s e by. The s i n g e r from the 
s k i e s took the top of the post. From here the s p r i n g mes­
sage was addressed to the one on the ground below. Now 
the notes were whispered tones, the c r e s t r a i s e d , wings 
s l i g h t l y drooped, r e l a x e d , and the white feathers i n the 
t a i l showing as i t spread and l i f t e d w i t h each p i r o u e t t e . 
The song was f o r and to the b i r d i n the grass. We watched 
the trembling t h r o a t and our ears picked up the almost 
i n a u d i b l e u tterances. In t h i s there was no song competi­
t i o n between two males. B i o l o g i s t s notwithstanding, we 
heard tenderness and saw courtesy i n the bending t i p - t i l t e d 
f i g u r e . P r e s e n t l y she arose and flew, he f o l l o w i n g ; and 
others of t h e i r k i n d appeared from here and there. We l e f t 
them; rare music and the whole a p i c t u r e of utmost beauty 
i n the realm of nature. 

While the s k y l a r k s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y r i s i n g , hover­
i n g , ascending and descending accompanied by t h e i r own 
music, a large female sharp-shinned hawk swept overhead, 
f l y i n g d i r e c t l y above the b i r d s . 

The s k y l a r k s remained and continued s i n g i n g ; one i n the 
a i r so near t h i s presumed mortal enemy, the b i n o c u l a r s could 
cover them both at the same time. One might p o s t u l a t e 
reasons f o r t h i s , p o s s i b l y none of which would be r i g h t . — 
A predator of small b i r d s f l i e s m e r r i l y amongst l i t t l e sky­
l a r k s without pursuing prey and they i n turn e x h i b i t no 
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f e a r i n i t s presence.- Comments s o l i c i t e d . Mr. M o r r i s 
Jackson of Fanny Bay, i n l a s t month's magazine of the VNHS 
may have given the answer i n h i s a r t i c l e , " V a r i a t i o n i n 
B i r d Behavior." 

G.M.B. 
Comment: I t i s a u n i v e r s a l l y known and accepted f a c t that 
predator and prey species l i v e s i d e by s i d e paying no a t t e n ­
t i o n to one another u n t i l the predator shows i n d i c a t i o n s of 
a c t u a l l y beginning to hunt. This a p p l i e s to mammals and 
f i s h as w e l l as b i r d s . 

C.J.G. 

VANCOUVER ISLAND'S PETROGLYPHS 
By 

Wllmer H. Gold, Youbou, B. C. 

Ages ago a f t e r the l a s t great ice-cap had receded from 
Vancouver I s l a n d , a u t h o r i t i e s t e l l us, our shores were 
peopled by a b o r i g i n a l r a c i a l groups, and probably there were 
successive i n v a s i o n s by migratory peoples who came to con­
quer and destroy the o r i g i n a l i n h a b i t a n t s or be a s s i m i l a t e d 
by them. 

Whence came these groups of p r i m i t i v e nomads? From A s i a 
v i a the Bering Sea? Were they subsequently merged with 
succeeding Indian peoples; were they exterminated or were 
they driven north or south? A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s do not know a l l 
the answers, but they appear to regard A s i a as the c r a d l e of 
the human race, the best p a r t of a m i l l i o n years ago. 

In any case these d i f f e r e n t groups, or s o c i e t i e s , pecked 
with stone c h i s e l s or rubbed w i t h abrasive rocks on s o l i d 
rocky outcroppings or on boulders to leave graven p i c t u r e 
s t o r i e s , many of which are s t i l l to be found. Those i n c i s e d 
are c a l l e d petroglyphs and those painted are known as p i c t o -
graphs. 

There are recorded many thousands of these petroglyphs 
and they range the P a c i f i c Coast from Alaska to C a l i f o r n i a . 
They are not found many m i l e s i n l a n d and to date have been 
found g e n e r a l l y on the Eastern s i d e of Vancouver I s l a n d , i n 
protected waters, and on many of the Gulf I s l a n d s . There i s 
one known exception and that i s Clo-oose on the West Coast 
of Vancouver I s l a n d where I found a l a r g e , v a r i e d c o l l e c t i o n 
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of carvings on the beach d e p i c t i n g b i r d s and human f i g u r e s 
about l i f e s i z e mostly badly weathered by the P a c i f i c 
Ocean's r e s t l e s s s u r f . A l s o i t has been reported r e c e n t l y 
that a s e r i e s of carvings showing s e a l , sea l i o n s and f i s h 
have been discovered on the beach, near the r u i n s of an o l d 
Indian v i l l a g e , between U c l u e l e t and T o f i n o . 

On Vancouver I s l a n d petroglyphs are widely d i s t r i b u t e d 
from Port Hardy i n the north to Sooke, near V i c t o r i a , but 
Nanaimo's Petroglyph Park contains what i s probably the 
f i n e s t and most elaborate d i s p l a y so f a r discovered. Here 
you may f i n d a weird, f a n t a s t i c p a t t e r n of interwoven c a r ­
v i n g s , q u i t e o b v i o u s l y those of deer, f i s h e s , crabs, g u l l s 
and elementary human f i g u r e s i n c i s e d on the f l a t sandstone 
outcroppings. Across the bay at Jack's P o i n t , nearby, may 
be found a boulder measuring some s i x f e e t i n length showing 
a s e r i e s of carvings - a l l w e l l preserved. On the shore of 
Sproat Lake, near A l b e r n i , on a perpendicular rock w a l l may 
be seen more e x c e l l e n t c a r v i n g s . 

Regarding the petroglyphs at Nanaimo, Jack's P o i n t and 
Sproat Lake, Mr. Wilson Duff, a n t h r o p o l o g i s t at the P r o v i n ­
c i a l Museum, V i c t o r i a , s t a t e s that these p a r t i c u l a r carv­
ings are q u i t e unique i n a r t s t y l e and conception. They 
seem to be r e l a t e d to each other, but not c l o s e l y r e l a t e d 
to petroglyphs found elsewhere i n North America. 

In a booklet w r i t t e n on B r i t i s h Columbia's petroglyphs 
by C.F. Newcombe, i n which are recorded and i l l u s t r a t e d 
thousands of carvings he found during the many years he 
spent c r u i s i n g up and down the coast, he s t a t e s that i t i s 
s t i l l a matter of doubt whether the carvings were intended 
as a memorial, or whether they were done during prolonged 
periods of s o l i t a r y probation through which candidates f o r 
admission i n t o s e c r e t s o c i e t i e s had to pass when they had 
to I l l u s t r a t e the s p i r i t s they h e l d i n communion. And I 
might add that the many carvings of human beings l e f t by 
these e a r l y a b o r i g i n a l people show evidence of p h a l l i c 
worship, and that such a marked c o n t i n u i t y of patterns and 
methods of workmanship found everywhere cannot be a t t r i ­
buted to mere coincidence or i d l e doodling. 

In the Nanaimo Bast i o n (museum) may be found the 
"Hepburn Stone", a water washed boulder measuring some 18 
inches i n height carved w i t h human f e a t u r e s . Deep l i n e s 
r a d i a t i n g from the top of the stone would seem to s i g n i f y 
the s e t t i n g sun. This stone was found b u r i e d many f e e t 
underground on the banks of the Nanaimo R i v e r , s e v e r a l 
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m i l e s d i s t a n t from Nanaimo's Petroglyph Park but i n each 
case the c a r v i n g i s almost i d e n t i c a l . On Vancouver I s l a n d 
stone statues ( i d o l s probably) and bowls have been found 
i n d i c a t i n g the c u l t u r e of one or more of the successive 
populations which a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s c l a i m peopled the coast, 
predating the present n a t i v e s . 

The c u l t u r a l background of these ancient Indian races 
must forever remain somewhat obscure, but c e r t a i n l y they 
were venturesome i n s p i r i t ; they roved the coast i n crude­
l y fashioned dug-out canoes, or r a f t s , enabling them to 
cross over from A s i a as has been done i n modern times. 
They knew the a r t of k i n d l i n g f i r e s f o r warmth and cook­
in g i n n a t u r a l caves o r rudely constructed s h e l t e r s . No 
doubt they found abundant food i n the way of s a l a l , sask­
atoon and other b e r r i e s , f i s h and game b i r d s , w h i l e deer 
f u r n i s h e d meat and s k i n s to be fashioned i n t o wearing 
apparel, and the inner p a r t of cedar bark cut i n t o long 
s t r i p s and woven i n t o garments and hats would a f f o r d pro­
t e c t i o n a g a i n s t the elements. Apart from carvings and 
odd a r t i f a c t s these nomadic people who were few i n number 
apparently l e f t l i t t l e evidence of t h e i r p r i m i t i v e mode of 
l i v i n g , which was so long ago that t h e i r bones have s i n c e 
mingled w i t h the dust so that no t r a c e remains. 

ĉ̂ e ^ ^ ^ sjĉ c 
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NOTICES OF MEETINGS 

1956 
Tuesday AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR 
Apr. 3: Dick B i r d 

"Newfoundland" to be h e l d i n Oak Bay J u n i o r High 
School at 8 p.m. 

Tuesday GENERAL MEETING 
Apr.10: P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8 p.m. 

Speaker: Dr. F. G. Roe 
Subject: "The Legend of the 'Bad* I n d i a n " 

Tuesday GEOLOGY GROUP 
Apr.17: P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8 p.m. 

Speaker: Mr. G. F. Winkler 
Subject: "Prospecting on Vancouver I s l a n d " 

Saturday ORNITHOLOGY GROUP: 
A p r i l 21: B i r d Walk. 

Meet at Cadboro Bay P.O. at 10 a.m., 
Monterey Cafe at 9:30 a.m. 
Leader: Mr. J . 0. Clay. 

Saturday BOTANY GROUP 
A p r i l 28: F i e l d T r i p to Mt.Douglas. 

Meet at J u n c t i o n of Blenkinsop Rd. and Cedar H i l l 
Cross Rd., at 1:30 p.m. 
B.C. E l e c t r i c Bus leaves the Depot at 1:05, 
a r r i v i n g at above 1:25 p.m. 
Leader: Miss M. Melburn. 

STOP PRESS: We have j u s t had a l e t t e r to say that a t least 
10 members of the Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y are 
a r r i v i n g on the 8:15 a.m. plane on Sunday, A p r i l 15th. 
Mr. Clay w i l l be communicating w i t h those who have o f f e r e d 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . A few members are b r i n g i n g t h e i r cars and 
a r r i v i n g Saturday morning to have the week-end i n V i c t o r i a . 
We hope that many members of our S o c i e t y w i l l take the op­
p o r t u n i t y of meeting our f r i e n d s from Vancouver. Fu r t h e r 
d e t a i l s i f unable to make the e a r l y s t a r t w i l l be o b t a i n a ­
b l e from Mr. Clay so that we can a l l meet f o r a p i c n i c 
lunch. 
MEMBERS WILL PLEASE NOTE THAT DUES FOR THE YEAR APRIL 1st, 
1956, to MARCH 31st,1957, ARE NOW PAYABLE, and THAT NO 
INDIVIDUAL NOTICES ARE SENT TO MEMBERS. 
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